Central PA Child Custody Court Process

Below is an example of a child custody court case in Central Pennsylvania.
Note: This example does not include deadlines, possible exceptions to each step, possible additional steps, and
other possible requirements. You should consult with an attorney regarding the specifics of your case.

10

APPELLATE
REVIEW

Either party may file appeal.
Parties do not submit new
evidence. Parties submit
arguments. Appellate Court will:
(7) Confirm trial court’s decision,
(2) change trial court’s decision, or

(3) send case back to trial court
to redo all or part
of the trial.

FINAL
CUSTODY
ORDER

Court decides the case and
enters custody order. Last
step if no appeal is filed.
Even if appeal is filed, this
Custody Order remains in
effect pending appeal

8

CUSTODY
TRIAL

Parents’ opportunity
to tell their story to the
judge. Includes factual

testimony, exhibits,

and experts, if any 7

1

PARENTS
DISCUSS
SEPARATION

Parties reach
agreement or
proceed through
court

POSSIBLE
AGREEMENT

At any stage, the parties
may stop the process
and reach an

agreement

2

CHILD

CUSTODY

COMPLAINT
Filed by either

parent
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3

CUSTODY

CONCILIATION
Meeting with
court appointed
professional to help
reach agreement

4

POSSIBLE
MEDIATION

Depending on the county,
parties may attend mediation.
The mediator’s goal is the
same as Stage 3 — to reach an
agreement. This stage may
lead to a Custody Evaluation
if appropriate.
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